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INTER=AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GUATEMALA, MEXICO JOIN TO FIGHT DISEASES 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 2 May 80 p 3 


[Text] The ministere of public health and social assistance of Mexico and 
Guatemala, Dr Emilio Martinez Manaotou and Dr Roquelino Recinos Mendez, 

have resolved that the two countries will join together in a campaign to 
fight diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, dengue, oncosis and other ills 
affecting them, especially in the border areas. 


The two officials held a working meeting in the border city of Tapachula, 
Mexico. The meeting was also attended by other public health officials 
from both countries. 


Reports 


Previous to the adoption of decisions, both delegations presented lengthy 
reports on programs of technical cooperation for control of oncosis; 

the general picture of public health on the Mexican-Guatemalan border; 
development of human resources for public health in Mexico; tuberculosis, 
the current situation and mechanisms of coordination; epidemiological in- 
formation on malaria in the region of the southern Mexican border; the 
technical meeting on public health in Mexico and Guatemala, and many other 
topics of great interest to both countries. 


Progress 

In addition to the resolution described, it was also agreed to continue 
periodic inspections in the border areas of the two countries in order to 
detect any outbreaks of epidemics and fight them jointly. 


Officials also agreed to exchange vaccines and human resources in order to 
control diseases affecting their two countries. 


Next Meeting 


The ministers decided that this type of meeting should be held annually, 
given their importance to the health of the two nations. 











lt was therefore established that the next meeting will be held in this 
capital in January of next year, for the purpose of reviewing the work 
programe which both countries will implement in their respective areas. 


Health Plan 


Ac the meeting, Dr Recinos Mendez submitted to his Mexican colleague the 
health plan of the government for the 1978-1982 period. 


Guatemalan=-Mexican Medical] Association 


in addition to the foregoing, officials approved the integration of the 
association of doctors and surgeons of Guatemala and Mexico, for which 
purpose the proper studies will be made. 


Dr Recinos Mendez wae accompanied by Dr Angel Paz Cojulun, general direc- 
tor of health services; Dr Carlos Luis Paredes de Soley, head of the min- 
istry's planning section; Dr Eusebio del Cid, from the OSP,and other 
health officials. 


11,464 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOID IN MELBOURNE--An outbreak of typhoid in Melbourne was no cause for 
panic, the assistant Director of Public Health, Dr. Graham Rouch, said yester- 
day. Dr. Rouch said yesterday his department was treating the outbreak as a 
"fairly routine matter." Two Camverwell sisters, aged 2 ani 7, were admitted 
to Fairfield Infectious Diseases Hcspital suffering from typhoid. Dr. Rouch 
said the Health Commission's main efforts would be to find the carrier of the 
disease. The medical director of Fairfield Hospital, Dr. Noel Bennett, said 
yesterday the two girls were over the worst of the attacks and would be re- 
leased in about two weeks. "They've got to be followed up for a few months 
after t leave to make sure they don't become carriers themselves," he said. 
\Excerpts] [Melbourne THE AGE in English 11 Apr 80 p 7] 


ABORTGINAL HEALTH CARE--A massive expausion of medical facilities for Aborigi- 
nes is recommended in a report by the National Trachoma and Rye Health Program, 
which was tabled in Federal Parliament yesterday. The report says that the 
high incidence of avoidable diseases among Aborigines, particularly in rural 
areas, reflects a need for Aborigines to have a say in their health service. 
"Aboriginal people should be party to the planning of their health services 
and have directive, executive and advisory roles," the report says. It recom- 
mends that the number of community-based Aboriginal Medical services in Austra- 
lia be increased from 43 to 137. [Excerpt] [Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 
in English 2 Apr 80 p 9 


OYSTER STUDY--Ganberra: The NSW Fisheries and Health Commission will conduct 
a study into food poisoning associated with eating Sydney rock oysters. In 
another study the health commission and the CSIRO will look into viral and 
bacterial contamination and decontamination of oysters. [Text] [Perth 

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 4 Apr 80 p 3) 








PARASITIC WORM STUDY--A small parasitic worm which affects 90 percent of north- 
ern Australian cattle and is suspected of causing blindness in 30 million peo- 
ple is to be investigated by the James Cook University at Townsville, The mi- 
nute worm, onchocerca gibsoni, will be the centre of a $126,000 research pro- 
gram at the university, funded by the World Health Organisation and the ‘ustra- 
lian Meat Research Committee, The research will be carried out by Dr © ® 
Copeman and Dr Gareth Huchison, of the university's tropical veterinary science 
department. Dr Copeman said yesterday it was vital that Australia's multi-mil- 
lion dollar export beef trade should not be affected by the parasite, "The 
World Health Organisation is interested becau:> the parasite is similar to 

one which causes blindness in man in equatorial countries--generally known as 
river blindness." Dr Copeman said there had been no known case of river blind- 
ness in Australia. [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 8 Apr 80 p 14] 


CSO: 5400 


NRAZ TL 


°"S DISFASE WITH HIGHEST INCIDENCE TN RIO IN 1979 
e Janeiro 9 GLOBO in Portuguese 20 Apr 80 p 16 


‘rpts] Measles, with 46,275 recorded cases, was the illness with the 
“est inceldence in the Municipality of Rio de Janeiro last year. Accord- 
© statistics, it vas followed by tuberculosis with 4,910 cases, 

gitis, Nansen's disease, poliomyelitis, and rabies, All of these, with 


<ception of Hansen's disease, could have been avoided if a vaccination 
am had been carried ove, 


es can be prevented and it kills only undernourished children 
ave no physical resistance--according to health officer Carlos Gentile 
'o, former advisor to the Ministry of Health. Concerning tuberculosis, 
. tr Pereira da Rocha, director of the General Department of Epidemiology 
{eease Control of the State Secretariat of Health, declares: “Tubercu- 
‘3 a disease of the poor; it dwells in the housee of the poor, as in- 
ator Miguel Couto aptly declared years ago.” 


e State Secretariat of Health, which has a budget of 3.8 billion cruzeiros 
. 22 public health dispensaries, is intending to launch a campaign of vac- 
cimnation and health education in order to at least reduce the high rates of 
con.agious diseases, The statistics of the secretariat showed in 1979 1,532 
se8 of meningitis, 1,154 of Hansen's disease, 580 of diphtheria, 2090 of 
Lomyelitis and 21 of rabies. 


of Collaboration 


An adequate vaccination campaign could almost do away with those infectious- 
ontegtous diseases. However, that depends on the government and also on the 

people, who have to cooperate and go to the health department dispensaries 
0 vaccinated, Eloadir da Rocha declared. 


olained that the public health dispensaries are supported by the five re- 
of the state in order to facilitate the public health work. The five 
reat ‘ are metropolitan and south shore, the industrial region of the middle 
1, the lower coastal region, the hills and the north. 

















Last year e# total of 268,969 persons was defined as the target for a 
vaccination campaign. However, it was possible to vaccinate only 89 per- 
cent of the target population againat tuberculosis, Only 6) percent were 
immunized againet polio--179,823 children--and apainst mensles only 56 per- 
cent were vaccinated. Vaccination against diphtheria, tetanus, and whoop- 
ing cough was administered to 191,588 children, with the use of the triple 
vaccine, but that corresponded to «nly 76 percent of the number intended, 


Rables wlll be combated "severely" by the Secretariat of Health this year, 
since 14 cases have already been recorded in 1989, the same number as for 
the entire year of 1978 Last year the number of rabies cases was 21, 


‘iivio Barbosa, the secretary of health, declared that in order to eradicate 
rabies 80) percent of the dogs would have to be vaccinated, In the entire 
state, according to the Secretariat, there are 1.16 million dogs, and only 
49 percent have been vaccinated, 


Allowing it to be undere | shat one of the measures for combating rabies 
includes the capture of Siu) dogs, the Secretariat anticipates friction 
with the United Soctiet: or the Protection of Animals--SUIPA, 


"The Secretariat does not have and will not have any means to feed the large 
contingent of strays dogs, he declared. 


In Kio, 49,099 persons a year are vaccinated against rabies. 
luberculosis Incidence 


fuberculosis is at present the illness which kills the most people in the 
Scate of Rio and in all of Brazil: it affects 12 out of every 110,990 in- 
habitants. At the same time, it could be prevented with a single dose of 
5CC vaccine, which should be given to the newborn. 


Carlos Gentile de Melo recalled that in 1850,599 cases of tuberculosis were 
recorded for every 100,900 inhabitants. Tn 1900 the cases diminished to 2090 
ind in 1950 amounted to 59 for every 199,990 inhabitants. 

“vberculosis ig a "Socioeconomic" disease, It is fatal only to those who do 
acc have a normal diet. The middle and upper classes rarely get tuberculosis, 
‘ven it happens, the patient is cured within 99 days. The undernourished, if 
they are able to get medical assistance, take 189 days to he cured, according 
to Cencile de Melo, 

Tie national program of basic health activities--PREVSAUDF--of the Ministry 
of health recommends some precautions for prevention of these diseases. Among 
them are health education, a vaccination program, maternal and infant care 
md family planning, rapid treatment and distribution of medicines, basic 
wealth care, measures against rural epidemics and other precautions. 








The State Seeretariat of Wealth declares it tries to do all it can, Last 
year, 2,722,999 persone were cared for in ite — — This does 
not include the services rendered at the municipal te. 
ideal, according to technicians, would be for 3,8 Pa elites pore pereons to go 
through the health dispensaries, 'ledical consultations vere the most numer= 
ous! 895,617 persone were cared for and 231,074 had dental care. 


Silvie Barbosa believes that the Secretariat does not have a sufficient sum- 
ver of diapensaries or people to staff them, 


‘Nowever, I will try to improve the health statistics. Brasil has a 
pledge with the World Health Organization to eradicate infect ious-contagious 
diseases in thie decade, That was decided in the congress held in the 


city of Alma Ata, in the USSR, where Brasil was not represented, but it rati~ 
fied that pledge.” 
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On the graph, the number of cases recorded month by month in the state of 
"ic ta 1978 ead 1979 (continuous line). The dotted line (endemic rate) 
shows the calculation of the expected cases, made on the basis of the aver= 
age of the last seven years. The broken line (expected limit) indicates 
the maximum number of cases expected, 
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BRIEFS 





DENTAL OF TYPHOTD OUTAREAK--The existence of an epidemic outbreak of typhoid 
in the locality of Dom Rodrigo, Nova Iguacu, in the lower part of Rio de 
Janeiro State, wan denied yeeterday by Telemaco Boldrin de Freitas, the di- 
rector of the state health center of that municipality. According to him, 
the resulte of all of the examinations made by the State Inetitute for Public 
Wealth in samples collected in the water and from patients in that locality 
resulted negative. Boldrin added that according to the data collected by the 
Health Secretariat, there are no cases in Dom Rodrigo, but rather people il) 
from a type of gastroenteritia, an intestinal infection whose cause has still 
not been proved. For that reason, the Health Center is engaged in investi- 
gating the agent causing the illness. Por Hildebrando Ciani Marins, the m- 
nicipal secretary of health, « emall outbreak, apparently typhoid fever, was 
verified on two streets in Dom Rodrigo. Today, Ciani Marines will order a re- 
port on nine new suspected cases to be examined by state organizations, since, 
according to him, the previous examinations were made in private Laboratories. 
[Text] [Sao Paulo © ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 19 Apr 80 p 14) 12116 


VIRUS REPORTED IN BELEM--Technicians from the Pvandro Chagas Institute con- 
firmed yesterday that an outbreak of fever is occuring in Belem. The fever 
is caused na by the oropouche virus, transeitted by the insect called Mucuin, 
which fe quite common in the Amazon valley. More than 29 cases have already 
been recorded in lees than |} month, and in the last few days the daily average 
has been between 4 and 5, counting only persons sent hy their own doctors. The 
same virus has been attacking the eastern region of Parga also. The special- 
ists believe that the iliness began in cities near the capital, then spread to 
oat areas. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAD PAUID in Portuguese 19 Apr 89 
p 14] 12116 


YELLOW FEVER--Maranhao State health secretariat officials last week started 
to vaccinate the population of Grajau against yellow fever, which has al- 

ready killed four people in this state. According to Health Secretary Jose 
Rodrigues Lopes, this outbreak of yellow fever which has affected 15 people 
could not be identified at firet. [PY161912 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL 


in Portuguese 14 May 80) 





CENTRAL APRICAN REPUBLIC 





MEASLES EPIDEMIC--Bangui--A serious measles epidemic has broken out in the 
capital of the Central African Republic and a number of children have died, 
according to the AFP, The means to combat the measles virus are [ae pub- 
lished) in the Central African Republic due to the austerity budget 
adopted by the government. Meanwhile, 935 cases have been registered from 
January to April, 651 of whom were treated, but the remaining 66 children 
have died. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Porguguese 13 May 60 

p i2) 
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TYPHOLD FEVER OUTBREAK GROWS MORE SERIOUS 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 2 Apr 80 p C~10 


(Text] The typhoid fever epidemic is starting to take on 
disturbing features because it hae spread during the past 
month. The 120 cases officially recorded in Quito and cer- 
tain adjacent parishes in March make the problem more serious. 


However, the number of persone affected by the disease is 
much greater if one takes into account the fact that the 
majority of them are not reported and, on the contrary, 
are concealed. Thie is the reason why the exact number of 
patients is not known, a8 is admitted by official sources. 


The Health Department of Pichincha, indicates that most patients are iso- 
lated and checked up on in their own homes. Others, whose living con- 
ditions are substandard, are isolated in the hospitals Baca Ortiz, 

Pablo Arturo Suarez and Eugenio Eepajo. The mjority are chilfren and 


young persone vhose ages vary from 5 to WO years. 
Cases Are Concealed 


Unfortunately, the Public Health Department says, private doctors and 
hospitale for the gost part do not fulfill their obligation to report the 
cases they attend, for which reason it ie difficult to determine the exact 
number of cases. 


The Minister of Health will take the necessary steps to insure that the 
law is complied with since not reporting the presence of the disease en- 
dangers the health of relatives and other citizens since the disease is 
tranemitted through the excrement of diseased persons or of “carriers.” 


Contamination in the Schools 


In addition, there are schools that do not have bathroom facilities or do 
not have enough of them or have them in poor condition. It has been re- 
ported that in som schools samples of water were found to be contaminated, 
undoubtedly because of the deficient condition of their facilities and be- 
cauee the water comes into contact with sewage. 


ll 








The Health Department saye that it is important for the Department of 
Sehool Conetruction (DECE) to take appropriate measure. since the directors 
of colleges and school principale have called attention to this problem 

in the meetings which have been held at the health centers, 


Quite neighborhoods euch ae the Ferroviaria Alta which are supplied by 
tank water and which etore their water uncovered should take extreme 
precautionary measures, 


The Health Department, including Dr Rafael Monge, chief, has held meetings 
with authorities from the Ministry of Health, and the Ecuadorean Social 
Security Inetitute [TESS] and the Municipal Health Office, to deal with 
the problem jointly. At these meetings they have agreed upon actions 
relating to the diagnosis, isolation and treatment of patients; they 

have aleo committed themselves to participate in a joint plan for community 


information and education, and hence each of them will mike ite contribu- 
tion, 


9204 
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GUATEMALA 


POLLO CASES IN COATEPEQUE--In the past 2 months, a doctor in thie city has 
diagnosed aix cases of poliomyelitis in children, an alarming statistic 
when one considers that vaccination can prevent contraction of the disease. 
The children in question are being cared for at a private clinic and in 

the pediatrics section of the regional hospital. These cases have appar- 
ently occurred because many children are not being innoculated, nearly 
always due to negligence on the part of their parents, who fail to pay heed 
to the importance of vaccinations for the good health of their children. 

In addition, doctors say that in some cases, vaccines are not refrigerated 
properly, either because of the long distances involved or because of the 
remoteness of vaccination stations and poor roads, and consequently, even 
when used, the vaccines are not always as effective as they might be. 
Efforts being made by the Ministry of Public Health are praiseworthy. 
Nevertheless, due to causes such as those outlined, vaccination campaigns 
do not effectively cover all children. Nor are parents adequately aware of 
the problem. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 1 May 80 p 13) 
11,464 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA IN ANDHRA PRADESH--Hyderabad, March 31 (UNI)--Gastro enteritis, 

a form of cholera is assuming epidemic proportions in two districts of 
Andhra Pradesh and has eo far taken 47 lives in Karimnagar district alone, 
according to reports received here. The other district affected is Visakha- 
patnam, where the dreaded disease has broken out at the site of the proposed 
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant. More than 60 labourers engaged in levelling work 
have been affected. No deaths have, however, been reported. The epidemic 
has created a scare among the workers and it might bring the work to a 
standstill as the labourers are leaving for safer places. Visakhapatnam 
District Medical Health Officer Dr B. Bhaskara Rao said that the disease 

was caused by “unsafe drinking water." Reports of 23 more deaths were 
received at the district headquarters of Karimnagar yesterday raising the 
death toll to 47 since 25 March when the epidemic was first reported in 

the area. Medical staff are having a tough time controlling the spread of 
the epidemic. [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 1 Apr 80 p 4] 
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TRAN 


BRIEFS 


DLARRHEA, VOMITING VICTIMS--Quoting a spokesman for the Health and Welfare 
Ministry, PARS News Agency reports that since 21 March, 1,136 people have 
been hospitalized throughout the countr suffering from diarrhea and 
vomiting. Of thie number, regrettably, five have died, one of whom died 
from @l tor [cholera-like disease). The spokesman referred to Khuzestan, 
Hamadan and Teheran as areas of contamination where the disease has been 
observed. He asked citizens to observe hygiene and avoid drinking polluted 
water or eating vegetables and fruits unless washed. [Text] [LD152000 
Teheran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 G4T 15 May 80) 


CSO: 5400 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


VACCINATION CAMPAIGN--Mwanga, Thureday--The polio vaccinatiou mass campaign 
in Mwanza District will start on May 12, an official from the Mwanza Dis- 
trict Hospital said here. The official explained that the vaccination 
programme would last from three to four months. He advised the general 
public to respond favourably to the campaign to ensure its success. ‘Polio 
is one of the diseases which caused physical disablement called infantile 
paralyeis in children between one to twenty four months," he said. He 
explained that the vaccination would start at a Traditional Authority's 
headquarters, and thereafter spread to all villages in the district.--MANA 
(Text! [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 9 May 80 p 5) 


CSO: %400 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


IMMUNLZATION PROGRAM IN NIGERIA--About one million people have been immunized 
against various diseases up to date in Oyd State. This was disclosed by the 
state governor, Mr Bola Ige, while launching the state school health services 
program in Ibadan. Mr Ige said his government would give maximum support 
through the program to eradicate diseases from the community. He also announced 
that all primary school pupils and primary school leaders in the state will 

be immunized to protect them against tetanus and tuberculosis. The governor 
added that infants, preschool age children, primary school children and 
expectant mothers would be given antimalaria treatment every month. [Lagos 
Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 25 Apr 80 AB] 


CSO: 5400 


17 














PAKISTAN 


TR RESPONSIBLE FOR 5.5 PERCENT OF ALL DEATHS 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 9 May 80 p 9 


[Text] Tuberculosis in Pakistan is responsible for 5.5 percent of all 
the deaths and this figure is over six percent in the case of rural areas. 


Thie was disclosed by Brig. (Retd) Shaikh Mahboob Sadiq, Provincial Health 
Secretary, while inaugurating an All-Pakistan seminar on "Tuberculosis and 
Chest Diseases" held at the Ohja Institute of Chest Diseases here yesterday. 


The Secretary said that a number of countries had successfully implemented 
comprehensive T. B. control programmes, but Pakistan was still far behind 
thie goal despite its best efforts. 


He said health institutions, based data of sickness indicated that three 
percent of all the sicknesses in our country were due to tuberculosis, 80 
percent of which was pulmonary type. 





In spite of our national TB programme, this disease was far from being 
subdued even tiough we knew that the disease was preventable and could be 
cured with 100 percent reliability, Health Secretary said. 


Shaikh Mahboob Sadiq said the Government was aware of the weaknesses of 
its health infrastructure in providing necessary medical care, especially 
in the rural communities. 


He, therefore, stressed that tuberculosis control should be included in 

the health policy as a whole, taking into account the country's health 
programming, expanded immunization programme and strengthening of basic health 
services. 


Tuberculosis control, he added, could use unsophisticated procedures which, 
to a large extent, could be delegated to non-specialists and paramedical 
personnel. 


He emphasized the need bacteriological confirmation in TB diagnosis, and 
said that identifying the disease should not be taken as an end in itself 
but only as a preliminary to treatment and cure. 
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He expressed the hope that in Pakistan experts would help the Government in 
developing a tuberculosis control programme on a long-term basis, "which 

is acceptable socialogically, justifiably, economically and delivered by 
the general health services." 


He hoped that the seminar would prove helpful in orienting the young doctors 
in the control measures needed to combat tuberculosis. 


Magnitude 


Earlier Dr Safi Mohammad Qureshi, Director of the Ojha Institute, in his 
welcome address, said that the aim of the seminar was to bring into focus 
the magnitude of the disease and multiple facts about tuberculosis and 
assess the waya and means fcr ite ultimate eradication. 


He disclosed that about a lakh people die every year due to TB and five 
lakh new cases are added to the number of TB patients. 


“Let us hope that we do not slack and take another 70 years to control 
tuberculosis in our country due to insufficient application of drugs at our 
disposal, through ignorance and many other factors," Dr Qureshi added. 


He suggested a short course chemotherpy with assistance from international 
agencies, like WHO and UNICEF and Pakistan Government to find ways and 
means for the eradication of TB. 


The pharmaceutical firms manufacturing anti-TB drugs should start pilot 
projects on trial in different centres of the country and publicize the 
results on scientific lines in seminars and conferences, he further suggested. 


The seminar is being attended by a large number of experts from all over 
the country. 


CSO: 5400 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PESHAWAR IN GRIP OF EPLDEMIC--Peshawarites were the worse victims of flies 
and mosquitoes and several cases of cholera and malaria were reported in 
the local hospitals every day for the last two weeks. Filth was seen 
scattered everywhere in the city with flies and mosquitoes making the 

lives of the citizens miserable, and victims were rushing to the hospital 
for cure without remedy. The citizens huve appealed to the PMC authorities 
and the Provincial Governor for immediate steps to control the epidemic 
befo.e it hits the majority. [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 

4 May 80 p 1) 
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FOLK MEDICINE MAY HELP CONQUER LEPROSY 
Kinshasa ELIMA in French 26 Mar 60 p 4 


{Text} After 10 yeare of research, the University of Dakar has announced 

that it hae developed a new vaccine against leprosy. Spearheading the re- 
search attack wae Prof Yvette Pares and her team at the Biological Leprosy 
Research Center. 


Accord to the Dakar daily LE SOLBIL, the team has come up with 
a polyvalent vaccine effective against several forms of leprosy. 
The new departure involved in Mme Pares' work lies in the fact 
that she delved into the traditional lore of the folk 

poeia. In the process, she gathered and classified a number of 
plants traditionally used to treat leprosy in traditional prac- 
tice. Tests run with these plants yielded convincing results. 


Various procedures for preparation, Like the proper dosage levels, 
are currently under study, and tests will be run on leprosy pa- 
tients under the joint supervision of physicians and native hea- 
lers. The next step will be to replace the usual riptions 
for such patients (two glasses of the macerated atance per day, 
for example) with standard dosages, including pills manufactured 
under modern conditions. 


700 Native Senegalese Plants Tested 


After being gathered in the bush (some 700 plants native to Sene- 
gal were tested), the plant material is first dried, then 

to fine powder. It is then prepared in the form of alcohol ex- 
tracts, using 1 gram of powdered plant meterial to 2 silliliters 
of 95-proof alcohol. 


Left to soak for a week in darkness, the liquid is filtered. Discs 
are wetted, dried, and wetted again with two drops of the extract. 
After alcohol evaporation to kill any germs that might be present, 
they are ready for use. 
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Prof Yvette Pares'work may well revolutionize treatment of Lepro- 
sy, particulorly new that standard therapy often proves ineffeo~ 
tive after 1 years, since Hansen's bacillus proves more resie~ 
tant. 


The Yvette Pares Theory 


Until now, it was believed that there was only one single form 
of Hansen's bacillus: the acid-fast, cyanophile formwhich does 
not lose ite color in the course of chemical treatment in the 
laboratory. Starting from the long-familiar fact that leprosy 
can take two forms, one typicall — nodules, and the 
other typefied by spots on the skin, Pares suggests that 
there are probably two kinds of leprosy germs. 


Strains of the bacillus cultured from leprotic lesions, which grow 
very fast, were carefully studied. 


According to the Bacteriology Research Laboratory at Dakar Uni- 
versity, it is safe to say even now that these strains are in- 
deed strains of mycobacterium leprae. Even allowing for error, 
the laboratory spokesmen say, chances are 90 to 1 that Yvette 
Pares is right. 


6152 
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THAI LAND 


RABIES DEATHS--The destruction of rabid dogs is being 
accelerated in the provinces. at | Ay approximately 500 
people die from rabies, and about ,000 people go for 
preventive vaccinations every year. This was disclosed by 
Dr Natda Sri i, the deputy director-general of the 
Communicable Disease Control Department. He stated that, at 
present, demonstrations of how to destroy rabid dogs are 
an aes in the municipal areas of the various 
prov } this includes provi eS -y-- for destroying 
diseased dogs an also dogs that not have owners. Dr Natda 
said that each year, the country approximately 500 
people die from rabies this figure may be lower than the 
actual number who die. Besides this, each year, approximately 
100 ,000 people ge for vaccinations to protect themselves 

from rabies. is because they are not certain whether 

the dog that bit them had rabies or not. The deputy director~- 
general of the Communicable Disease Control said 
that it would be good if dog owners took responsibility for 
their » such as bringing them in for rabies 


vaccinations. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 26 Mar 80 
p 3) 11943 
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MALARTA OUTBREAK HWEPORTED 


letenbul AKSAM in Turkish 4 May 60 p 5 


Text!) Diyerbekir, Turkish News Agency--It wes announced thet the World 
Health Organization is expecting @ melerie outbreak this yeer in the south- 
eastern region of Turkey and hee declared the region “sensitive eres.” 


The “sensitive eres" encompasses the provinces of Diyerbekir, Merdin, Siirt, 
Urfe and Adiyanen, Officiele disclosed thet the Ministry of Health will 
dispatch in the next few days @ group of experts to these provinces to help 
enooth out the enags in the conduct of the antimelerie drive. They seid, 
“According to the World Health Orgenizetion's studies, there will be « 

Large oumber of malerie cases in the southeastern region of Turkey. There- 
fore, the region in question has been declered « ‘sensitive eres'* 


Officicle of the Melerie Control and Eredicetion Regionel Directorste seid 
religious officials and the Netionel Education Directorete will be celled 
upon to eesiat in the antimelerie drive. According to the ‘nformetion gi- 
veo out by authorities, lest yeer's melerie control operetions were conduct- 
ed in 136 villeges in Diyerbekir. ‘This yeer's operetions, which ere ex- 
pected to use 56 tone of chemicels, will cover 120 villeges with # combined 
copulation of 11,625. Officiele say they heve completed «11 the necessary 
ereporations for the rive. 


7244 
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RISE IN INCIDENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS--At a seminar held in Istanbul related to 
tuberculosis among children, it wae announced that there has been an in- 
crease in the number of children who have contracted tuberculosis in Turkey 
in recent years. Woting that tuberculosis ie a disease of the poor and 
needy, Tetanbul Medical Paculty's Childhood Diseases Course Professor 

Dr. Olcay Neyei etated: "A nearly two-fold increase has been seen in the 
number of children who have contracted tuberculosis in the past several 
years. The principal reason for thie is the failure to make sufficient 
advances in the struggle against tuberculosis in the face of a large 
population increase. A second major reason is the tremendous increase in 
the cost of medicines used to treat tuberculosis and the simple unavail- 
ability of most of them during the past 2 years." [Excerpts] [Tetanbul 
GUNAYDIN in Turkish 13 May 80 p 12) 


CSO: 5400 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


HOSPITAL DETALNS TYPHOID VICTIMS--Ras Al Khalmah, May 4 (Itt lhad)--The Salf 
bin Ghobash Hospital has detained 11 Kccean workers infected with typhoid. 
Hospital sources said a Korean worker with symptoms similar to stomach 
poisoning had been first admitted. Soon later, a number of Korean workers 
came to the hospital with the same symptoms. Medical tests found that 
they were suffering from typhoid. Health authorities have began inocu- 
lating people in the area where the three live along with 300 other Korean 
workers. (Text) [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 5 May 80 p 2) 
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TYPHOID FEVER IN 1980--Health authorities have learned that between 1 
January and 8 March 1980 seven cases of typhoid and paratyphoid fever 
have been recorded in this cowmtry, without any deaths. Dr Humberto 
Garcia Barrios, director of Public Health at the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare, stated this, pointing out that there were 14 cases of the disease 
during the same period last year, without any deaths. Thie means that 
the absolute frequency of typhoid so far thie year is 50 percent of last 
year's during the same period. He added that several suspected cases 
have been reported in Puerto Cabello, a problem which the Puerto Cabeilo 
Health Department is aware of, None of these cases has been confirmed. 
However, strict control is being maintained and the patients are being 
treated, There is no risk of a typhoid epidemic in Puerto Cabello, He 
stated that the number and rate of deaths due to typhoid is very low in 
the country. The incidence is progressively decreasing to a mrked 
degree. Thus it is recalled that the last outbreak of the disease was 
in Merida 4 years ago. The source was the contamination of the water 
supply. It is true that this disease can be of an explosive nature when 
it is caused by the contamination of the water supply since it can affect 
anyone who consumes the contaminated fluid. It is less serious when it 
is caused by food and other means, since it involves fewer people. 
[Excerpts] [Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 25 Mar 80 p 2-17] 9204 


CONTAMINATED MUSSELS IN BOLIVAR--Cumana. 27 March (Special)--The Ministry 
of Health and Welfare has confirmed the presence of toxicity in mussles 
which are being produced in the Bolivar District, Sucre State. This in- 
formation was provided by Dr Luis Alberto Colmenarea, health commissioner 
of that district, who pointed out that the harvesting and consumption of 
this product has been prohibited in order to avoid a tragedy such as 

the one which took place in Rio Caribe 2 years ago, where 9 persons died 
and more than 100 persons were poisoned. He said that because of the 
seriousness of the situation samples have been sent to Caracas to determine 
the degree of toxicity and that samples are also being collected from 
other mussel centers to determine their condition. He explained that 

this epidemic is called mytilus toxin or saxitoxin and is produced by the 
dinoflagellates found in sea plankton but when they are present in large 
amounts some species produce a toxin which contaminates the mussel, which 
suffers no harm but does affect the human consumer. The Sucre State 
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health commissioner confirmed that signe of intoxication may be of a 
digestive or neurological nature. In the former the symptoms my be 
diarrhea and vomiting while in the latter inetance the fingers and 
coes and the area surrounding the mouth go to eleep, and the pupils 
dilate, "This situation wae discovered because of constant checking by 
the Health Commission after what happened at the town of Rio Caribe 
where several people died ae a result of the same problem," Dr Luis 
Alberto Colmenares stated, He concluded by saying that the people must 
refrain from consuming mussels from the District of Bolivar while the 
producers of the area should refrain from harvesting them, [Text] 
[Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 28 Mar 80 p 2-30) 9204 
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BANDUNDU MOUNTS MEASLES IMMUNIZATION CAMPAIGN 
Kinshasa ELIMA in French 2 Apr 80 p 7 
[Article by Odio-One 'Osang] 


[Text] Among all the diseases that frighten children old enough to under- 
stand what sickness is, measles is probably right up there near the top of 
the list. Over the last calendar year alone, according to statistics from 
Bandundu General Hospital, there were several hundred deaths recorded among 
young children, due to this one disease. 


Among all the diseases that frighten children old enough to un- 
derstand what sickness is, measles is probably right up there 
near the top of the list. Over the last calendar year alone, 
according to statistics from Bandundu General Hospital, there 
were several hundred deaths recorded among young children, due 
to this one disease. 


In a great many of our towns and villages, particularly those 
most remote from medical training centers, measles is a scourge 
ranking with the plague. It can sweep through a village or small 
town, decimating the ranks of infants and children, encounter- 
ing no organized resistance worthy of the name. 


While that was the situation until just recently, since 27 March 
of this year, when the measles vaccination campaign throughout 
Bandundu began, must have changed. An American by the name of 
Robert, working with a team of Zairean paramedics, has launched 
a sweeping campaign to vaccinate all small children against 


measles. 


The campaign has been split up into several sections, one for 
each of Bandundu's urban zones. The teams are supplied with 5,000 
doses of measles vaccine as their ammunition in this citv-wide 
battle. The measles vaccination campaign, which opened on 27 
March, as we said, will continue through 17 April. 


To handle this task, Mr Robert has set up 17 task-force centers, 
four for the Mayoyo urban zone, three for Basoko, and nine more 











for the target zone of Disasi, which has a very high population 
of such emal. children. Vaccinations, which are free, will be 
offered to a.1 children between the ages of 9 months and 3 
years. 


When they have finished with Bandundu, Mr Robert's teams will 
fan out into the Bagata zone. Once the campaign to stamp out 
measles is over, we hope that the authorities will turn their 
efforts toward an attack on smallpox, of which there have been 
outbreaks lately, and which the people would very much like to 
see effectively put down. 


6182 
cSO: 5400 








ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MENINGITIS KILLS ONE--One person has died of meningitis while four others 
are receiving treatment in Zimba district. This was said yesterday by 

Dr John Oruro-Okello when halomo district governor, Mr Andrew Sibuyu, 
visited Zimba mission hospital. Dr Okello said the patient who died from 
the killer disease could have been saved if he had been taken to the hospi- 
tal earlier. He told the governor that Zimba mission hospital needed 

K100 ,000 to improve medical care and expand the facilities. He said hospi- 
tal authorities have failed to raise funds from the donors in Zambia, United 
States, Britain, Zimbabwe and several other countries which have been giving 
assistance. The hospital required money urgently to build six nurses’ 
houses, two wards, a kitchen, laundry room and a mortuary. So far only a 
local farmer who did not want to be named has donated 147 blankets. Dr 
Okello disclosed that X-ray equipment worth thousands of Kwacha was lying 
idle at the hospital because there was no money to assemble it. [Text] 
{Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 15 May 80 p 5] 
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BRAZIL 


VACCINE STOCKS AGAINST FOOT-AND-MOUTH INADEQUATE IN RTO 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 19 Apr 80 p & 


(Text] Edmundo Campello Costa, the state secretary of agriculture, admitted 
yesterday in Campos that the government does not now have enough stocks of 
vaccine to immunize the cattle in this region against foot-and-mouth disease, 


Speaking at the meeting of the Custodial Council of the “‘orthern Rio de 
Janeiro State Foundation for °egional Development --FUNDENOR-—-Edmundo Campello 
explained to the cattle raisers that the Ministry of Agriculture has sus- 
pended the production of vaccines in 99 percent of the laboratories of Brazil 
“for lack of reliability." We then expressed the opinion that “the Federal 
Government is now keeping a close watch on the laboratories, only releasing 
the vaccines submitted to testing and approved under rigid controls." Due to 
the poor quality of the vaccines produced by Brazilian laboratories, accord- 
ing to the Secretariat of Agriculture, thousands of cattle have been in- 
‘ected with foot-and-mouth disease, as has been proved by investigations 
made by that same department. He added that, faced with the difficulties 
that have come up, the Secretariat is giving special care to northern Rio de 
Janeiro State and hill regions with distribution of special oil-based vaccines 
which are effective for one year. The common vaccines have a maximum affect 
of only four months. 


Foot-and-Mouth Control 


Edmundo Campello informed his audience that foot-and-mouth disease in the 
State of Rio is not a disease that has been eradicated, but only controlled: 
"We do not have a large enough quantity of vaccines to safeguard the entire 
herd from the disease." 


For that reason, we believe that the best course of action would be to re- 
tain a reserve of the vaccine to protect us against future possible foci of 
the disease. 


Even in that way, according to Campello, the Secretariat of Agriculture 
has not promoted any changes in the transport of cattle 

to other regions. This is still done only with a declaration that they 
have been vaccinated. 
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In those cases, the Secretariat has a reserve of vaccines to take care of 

the cattle that need to be transported, with the reservation that the trans- 
port can take place only 15 to 29 days after the vaccination, the necessary 
period of time for proving whether or not the immunization has taken effect. 


Program Criticized 


In the understanding of Carlito Crespo Martins, the President of the Farmers 
end Cattle Breeders Cooperative of Itaperuna, the measures announced by the 
secretary do not correspond to the reality of their sector: "We cannot sit 
waiting for an outbreak to appear so that we can then vaccinate the cattle. 
The government must know that a milk cow now costs almost 40,900 cruzeiros. 
Without considering the additional investment. And who is going to pay the 
milk producer for the damages that an outbreak can cause for the cattle 
breeders?” 


In his turn, the president of the Cooperative of Milk Producers of Campos 
[COOPERLEITE], Nermevel Queiroz, confirmed that in Campos more than 59 per- 
cent of the cattle have still not been vaccinated and that in some munici- 
palities, like Conceicao de ‘lacabu, the situation is still worse: ‘There 
the breeders have not received even one dose to give to their herd." 


12114 
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JAPAN 


BRIEFS 


HOG CHOLERA--Chiba May 8 KYODO--Forty-eight pige died of cholera and 313 
others affected by the epidemic have been slaughtered at a hog farm in 
Sawara City, according to a report received by the Chiba Prefectural 
Government 's Agriculture-Forestry Department Thursday. The report from 
the farm operator Minoru Narumo, said that 361 of 704 hogs suffered from 
fever since the beginning of this month, and 48 of them died. After the 
cause linked to cholera was established by experts the other infected 
pige were slaughtered, the report said. Narumo's pigs had not been given 
anti-cholera shots. The authorities instructed eight hog farmers in 
Narumo's neighborhood to give injections to their 6,574 pigs, and to keep 
them in the farms. The incidence of hog cholera in Japan was the first 
since November 1975. Cholera germs of the kind do not affect humans, but 
they are fatal to pigs. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English (no time given) 

8 May 80] 
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AUTHORITIES, WARY OF RABIES, TIGHTEN ANIMAL IMPORT RULES 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 27 Apr 80 p %& 


{Text} ii you want to bring a cat or a dog into Sweden after a trip abroad, 
begin to plan in good time, That ie the advice of Lare Graberg of the anti- 
infection unit of the Agricultural Board. It is not advisible to try to 
smuggle in a dog. The courts consider this so serious that it can result 
in imprisonment. 


"Ie te che cisk of rabies infection which ie the basis for the import rules,” 
says Lare Graberg. “It ie impossible to determine if a sweet little puppy 

ie infected with rabies. Hence, it must remain under quarantine for 4 months 
after it comes here, and then be kept tied up for 2 months." 


That quarantine slot must be ordered well in advance before the dog is brought 
to Sweden, since there is a shortage of such slots. One can expect to pay 
4500 kr for the stay in quarantine. 


“Previously it has often been cheaper to pay the fine for to 
have the animal in quarantine," Lare Graberg says. “That does not make sense, 
and consequently we at the Agricultural Board are glad that the courte now 
seem to be taking smuggling more seriously.” 


Before an animal can be imported, an import —_ mus 
Agricultural Board. That takes at the most 14 days to arrange and costes 
t the arriva 


aothing if some one is accompanying the dog a 
one must pay a 50 kr stamp fee. 
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VETERINARY COLLEGE SPOKESMAN: CANINE ILLNESS DANGER OVER 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 9 Apr 80 p 9 
[Article by Lotta Welinder) 


{Text] The risk for a canine plague ise over, and there won't 
Many doge have become immune, and the kennel club ie ineieting that all show 
doge be continued to be vaceinated. 


"The situation has been completely stabliszed,” saye Peter Forsberg, clinic 
veterinary at the veterinary college in Uppeala. “At the moment we have only 
one animal in for observation. 


“We have continually been taking tests of a1] the dogs which have come here 
and found that more and more are immune. Apparently, they have themselves 
built up their resistance by eniffing at infected waste,” Forsberg says. 


When the canine plague was raging at ite worst last winter, the supply of 
vaccine was poor. Sweden could import only limited quantities and could for 
a time only innoculate service dogs. 


Vaccine now Available 


The veterinary medical institutions have now developed their own vaccine, and 
everyone who wants his animals innoculated can do so. 


“Consequently, we are calculating that there won't ever be any gore epidemics,” 
Peter Forsberg continues. “Moreover, from this spring the kennel club has 
demanded that all dogs who are to be shown are vaccinated or can show that 

they are immune. 


Two Or Three Injections 


Previously one wanted to innoculate doge three times so they would be com 
pletely protected. 


“Today we recommend for doge who live in big city areas and often meet other 
animals two injections with a 2-to }-week interval,” Peter Porsberg comments. 


“But dogs who live isolated out in the country should still get a third in- 
jection after 3 aonths.” 


6893 
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DISEASED BUFFALO--Dr Prachak Phumviset and Dr Manop M ° 
members of the faculty of veterinary science at — — 
University, have discussed a disease afflicting buffaloes 
that is encountered most often in the - The disease 
is eye worms, which villagers refer to as “mother eye" 
disease. Buffaloes with “mother eye” disease have watery 
eyes all the time and try to stay in the shade beca use 
of a dislike of the ne. Besides the eye irritation, the 
eyes are red and there is yellow, cream-like matter in the 
eyes. If greatly afflicted, the eyes become infected and in 
the end the buffalo goes blind. “Mother disease is 
caused by a parasitic worm known as Telasiarodisiai. It is 
white and is approximately 1.5 centimeters in 1 It 
enters the eye from the outside. One of the buff 
will be infested with from 1-2 to 10 worms. The 
BR 


buffalo. The worme give birth to larva 
about the eyes of buffalo, 
about the eyes and take in the 
mature in the bodies of the flies. 
days. When the flies settle about 
again, they transmit the “mother 
buffalo. The best tr 
moch and that does 

enimal is to take 

































pharmacy 
19 Mar 80 p 6) 11943 
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ZAMBIA 


DISCOVERY OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH, TRYPANOSOMIASIS VACCINES REPORTED 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 9 May 80 p 1 


(Text) Zambia has made a discovery of two vaccines to fight cattle die- 
eases like foot and mouth and trypanceocmiasis. 


This wae achieved with the help of Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
experts who, together with Zambiane, took only a week to produce each 
vaccine. 


FAO consultant at the newly-opened Balmoral central veterinary research 
inetitute, Mr Alan Edgar said in Lusaka yesterday that the vaccines were 
produced from yeast, potato extracts (glucose and salt) and beef parts. 


The vaccines are haemorrhagic septicaemia for trypanomiasis and brucella 
etrain-19 for abortions. 


In his explanation, Mr Edgar said « sample of yeast from Zambia Breweries 
was converted into yeast extract at the inetitute. 


Research into haemorrhagic septicaemia (HS) was started about August 1978 
at the research station in Mazabuka and was completed last December. 


In March Mr Edgar arrived to join expert in bacteriology Mr Baxton Francis 
who had started on the work. 


The HS vaccine was made from Zambian strains and seed culture from cattle. 
Mr Edgar hoped that by Auguet the institute would produce three more vac- 
cines—blackleg/malignant oedema, anthrax and contagious bovine pleuro- 
pneumonia--to combat other cattle diseases. 


Seed culture for blackleg/malignant, ocedema and anthrax arrived from 
Britain last week. 


At present the institute produces 3,000 doses of each of the two vaccines 
a week, and it is hoped that with equipment it would make 10,000 doses. 


Some of the equipment would arrive in six months. 





He said 4 Zambian research scientist in vaccine production, Mr Sydney 
Tembo, would eventually take charge of the vaccine production unit at 
the inetitute, 


Director of veterinary and teetee control services Dr George Akafekwa 
described brucelle ae 4 serious disease because it causes abortion in 
animale. 


He sald the disease wae communicable like soonosie and rabies. 


Zambia learned from Mozambique through the joint permanent commission which 
areas of research into the vaccine manufacturing could be emphasised, he 
said, 


A team led by Dr Herbert Shele vieited that country last week to discuss 
vaccine production. 


The group comprised deputy director of veterinary and teetee control serv- 
ices Dr Mainza Shandomo and bacteriological technologist Mr Baxton Francis. 


Dr Akafekwa added that it was hoped that a UNDP-FAO programme in conjunc~ 
tion with the Netherlands government would make Zambia self-sufficient in 
vaccines. 


Movement Relaxed 


He eaid the ban on the movement of cattle in areas hit by foot and mouth 
in Southern Province had been relaxed, but that it had not been lifted. 


He said: ‘We are now allowing movement of some cattle on certain condi- 
tions which should satisfy the veterinary officers in control operations in 
the area, 


"The officers would make eure that the animale are checked and are in no 
way diseased before allowing them to move on," he said. 


on the efforts Zambia was making towards controlling teetee fly which 
aused trypanosomiasis, Dr Akafekwa said for years his department had been 
tackling the problem. 


Officers had been moving from one affected area to another but without achiev- 
ing anticipated results. 


This had been partly due to lack of funds and other factors. 

Dr Akafekwa who returned from Rome where he attended the first meeting of 
the commission on African animal trypanosomiasis recently said Zambia was 
elected chairman of the session. 


This was an indication of how satisfied the commission was with the country's 
ability to conduct programmes. 
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ZAMB LA 


CATTLE VACCINE REPORT CLARIF LED 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 10 May 80 p 1 


[Text] The department of veterinary and tsetse control services has clari- 
fied a report on the discovery of vaccines aimed at controlling cattle 
diseases in Zambia. 


"To clarify the position, we would like to emphasize that we are not 


producing vaccine against trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness) or foot and 
mouth diseases. 


“The present position is that the central veterinary research institute, 
Balmoral, of the department of veterinary and tsetse control services in 
collaboration with the FAO animal disease control project, has recently 
established a vaccine production unit at the central veterinary research 
institute at Balmoral, Lusaka. 


“The institute has so far been able to produce a few batches of a vaccine 
against heemorrhagic septicaemia which causes serious disease outbreaks 

in cattle. This vaccine utilizes a etrain of pasceurella which was isole- 
ted in Zambia. 


“The institute has been able to produce ite first batch of brucella strain 
19 vaccine, which will be used to control contagious abortion in cattle. 


“Thies disease results in the loss of many calves each year in Zambia, and 
its control would be a great help in increasing the production of beef 


and dairy products. 


"In addition the disease can be communicated to man, so human health may 
improve. 


“Plans are being made to produce up to 500,000 doses a year of each of 
these two vaccines. Brucella $19 vaccine is normally given to calves. 
For adults it is possible that an alternative vaccine, brucella strain 
45/20 will be produced using a seed culture which has just beer ‘sted 


by the central veterinary laboratory, Weybridge, England. 








"It te planned to make two other vaccines in the near future. These are 
anthrax vaccine and secondly a blackleg or blackquarter vaccine, combined 
with malignant oedema vaccine. 


"Por the present it will not be possible to produce more than 3,000 doses 
a week of any of the five vaccines just mentioned, but steps have been 
taken to increase to about 10,000 doses next year. 


"A new building to do the work is nearing completion. As a result it is 
expected that Zambia will become self-sufficient in the production of 
these vaccines, saving foreign currency and raising the level of livestock 
production in the country,” the statement says. 
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2 IMBA BWE 


BRIEFS 


RABIES VACCINATION--The first case of rabies in a kudu has been reported 
from the Que Que district in the monthly report of the town's municipal 
Senior Health Inspector, Mr D. Ogley. The report said the case was among 
23 confirmed during April in the area, a Municipality of Que Que statement 
added. Mr. Ogley reported that recent publicity given to the high inci- 
dence of rabies in the district had created public awareness and response 
to immunisation had been good. "in the final three weeks of April, 128 
dogs were vaccinated by the Veterinary Department and during the month 
vaccination was carried out on | 500 cattle." "Coyote getters" had killed 
40 jackale in national parks in Que Que and many farmers in the area were 
using poison bait, the report said. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in 
English 22 May 80 p 1) 
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BRIEFS 


DISEASED MANGROVES--A dieback disease, thought to be 

the microscopic phytophthora soil fungus, is killing mangroves in 

The fungus is related to phytophthora cinnamomi, the cause of the dieback 
threatening WA's jarrah forests. Details of the Queensland ou 

given in a report in the March issue of Australian Fisheries. The early 
symptoms included yellowing of the leaves, leaf curl in leading shoots, and 
wilting of leaves throughout the tre.. The trees could die within three 
months of the first signs of disease. The white mangrove was the 

affected by the dieback disease, but recent observations showed that the 
spotted-leaved red mangrove was also vulnerable. The first mangrove deaths 
were observed early last year. By mid-December the disease had spread 12kn 
from the original site near Gladstone. Diseased trees were also founi in More- 
ton Bay. The report said that plant pathologists from the Queensland Depart- 
ment of Primary Industries had isolated the phytophthora from dead roo 

the affected areas. [Excerpts] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in Bnglish 14 Apr 
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COSTA RICA 


MONLLIA AFFECTS MANY ATLANTIC CACAO FARMS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 16 Mar 80 p 1O0A 
[Article by Levi Vega] 


[Text] Bufalo, Limon--Cacao monilia [pod rot caused by Monilia roreri] has 
caused real ravages on cacao plantations throughout the Atlantic region, 
45 percent of which have been affected by the disease. 


As a result of this, calculations made on the basis of such ravages estimate 
that cacao production during this latest reporting period was reduced to 
euch an extent that there was a loss of 52 million colons. 


The disease was discovered at the end of 1978 when it had already infected 
4,000 hectares of fields and it has advanced so rapidly that in 14 months 
it has already spread to 9,000 hectares. 


Farmers and technicians from private companies say that they have seen no 
decisive interest on the part of the Ministry of Agriculture, whose ection 
hae been slow. At the same time, they complain of the government's apathy 
in the face of a problem which has a definite impact upon the national 
economy and which in a short time will make it necessary to import cacao for 
industry. 


Tt was learned that 10 million tons of cacao production generates revenues 
vi 200 million colons, of which more than 25 percent has been lost because 
of decreased production due to monilia. 


Campaign 


With respect to the campaign, cacao technicians reported that during the 
firet year it was oriented toward the education of the farmer and later to 
combating the disease. 


However, it was stated that the action has been set back for lack of 
financing. In 1979, the Ministry of Agriculture agreed to provide 3 million 
colons, which were not distributed in time because of a delay in the Ministry 
of Finance. 











This year, a little over 2 million colons are available, also through the 
Ministry of Agriculture. With the investment of this money, it is hoped 
that results will be better because of the training given the cacao growers 
and the enhanced skill level of the technicians with regard to monilia. 


It was revealed that when in 1978 Dr Carmen Suarez was brought from Ecuador 

at the expense of the Tropical Agronomic Center for Research and instruction 
(CATIE), the plantations were inspected and the existence of monilia was 
verified. Specific recommendations were immediately made for the Penshurt 
area, covering 5,000 hectares of cacao fields. These recommendations centered 
on eradication of the fungus on farms and throughout the region and quaran- 
tine to prevent the spread of the disease. 


The technicians say that all of this was a failure for several reasons which 
they did not wish to specify. The disease spread, and now we must live with 
it. 


It was said that the disease is to be found only in the Atlantic region 
(17,000 hectares); therefore, the 3,000 hectares in the southern and northern 
regions and one sector of the Peninsula de Oso, in Puerto Jimenez, are free 
of the disease. 


"Everything possible is being done to prevent spread of the disease in this 
region," they observed, "and the executive committee for cacao activities is 
working intensively to this end." 


In a related connection, it was learned that the Ministry of Agriculture has 
programmed an intensive campaign which will cover 1,000 hectares, depending 
upon available funds. This means that 8,000 hectares will not be covered 
for lack of economic and human resources. 


The technicians said that we will have to wait to learn the results of this 
campaign. 


Lack of Support 


Citing the need for intensification of the educational campaign and research 
plans, for which 500,000 colons are needed, it was also indicated that there 
are plans for an information exchange with Ecuadorean technicians, since the 
disease exists in that country. 


It was explained that 17,000 hectares of cacao fields in Limon are the pro- 
perty of 3,000 farmers, with an average of 5 hectares per person. 


It was emphasized that it is the apathy of the farmer who neglects his fields 
which perpetuates the danger of infection of the entire cacao-growing region. 
This is attributed to the fact that he does not feel real support from the 
government. Farmers who have been growing this single crop for 25 years 

feel disoriented when monilia strikes them and do not know what to do. 
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"The government has not evaluated the real importance of the problem,” they 


said, 


They say that in Limon Province 30,000 persons depend upon cacao but that 
the problem cannot be limited to this region alone, if account is taken of 
the manpower hired by the companies which process this seed. 


They report that the cacao farmer is receiving no technical or economic 
assistance; therefore, he is in a position to lose everything. 


They also said that exports of cacao are decreasing daily because all that 
is produced is earmarked for domestic consumption, and the industrialists 
will soon be forced to import the raw material to manufacture their products. 


One of the technicians with whom we spoke is Bernal Bolanos, manager for 
cacao development, whose company is promoting a program of renovation of 
cacao plantations which we will discuss in future agricultural-livestock 
articles. We also talked with Leon Laprade, Tomas Taylor and Ellie Martin. 
The latter is a member of the cacao committee, the work of which we will 
describe in upcoming articles. 


8143 
CSO: 5400 


46 














SUGAR CANE RUST NOT SERIOUS THREAT 
' Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 31 Mar 80 p A-2 


(Text) Guayaquil, 29--It ie true that the rust in the cane fields has 
appeared in a emall section of the fields of the sugar can mill Aztra, 
but thie development and its possible consequences have been exaggerated, 
according to statements made at the rust area by Eng 0 Giocondo Fernandez, 


a U.S. expert on the growing of sugar cane. 


Eng Fernandez stated that it is not true that rust is devastating the cane 
fields of Ecuador as has been claimed; he said that rust is present in 
all cane growing nations and that it affects up to 10 percent of the 
plants, but that in Ecuador, and specifically at the Aztra mill, barely 
360 hectares of the 12,000 hectares of the crops growing on Aztra land 
are affected, that is, 3 percent. 


Eng Fernandez does not believe that the infected 360 hectares should be 
burnt off since the fungus reproduces itself by means of spores which 
are the reproducing corpuscles of these cryptogamous plants and which are 
carried by the wind. 


He differentiated between the coffee rust, which is a parasitic fungus of 
several cereals, especially of leguminous plants, and the rust of the 
cane fields, which, he said, affects the top foilage but not the stem 

or any other part of the plant but which hinders ite normal development. 


In addition, Eng Fernandez said that the rust has infected only one of 
the varieties of sugar cane which is planted at the Aztra mill, so it 
would be necessary to observe carefully the fungus's progress, especially 
in the months of November and December and to replace the infected 
variety with other varieties resistant to this plague, which do exist in 
Ecuador. 


For his own part, Eng Guillermo Tafur, head of the Aztra mill, a mixed 
corporation, rejected the accusations made about his lack of responsibility 
and vigilance in the fields, and promised to proceed with his own work 

and that of all the personnel in such a manner as to achieve better 
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general conditions at the Aztra mill, for the benefit of the country 
and of the workere and employees in general, 


It should be recalled that coffee rust attacks cryptogamous and acotyledonous 
plants like coffee whcih have their reproductive organs concealed while 
sugar cane belongs to the family of gramineous (monocotyledonous) plants. 
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ECUADOR 


COFFEE PLAGUE~-Quito, 19 Apr (EFE)--Thirty thousand hectares of coffee, which 
is Ecuador's main agricultural export, are presently affected by a plague 
known as the “etalk borer.” Bolivar Luernerapera, Ecuador's undersecretary 
of agriculture, today acknowledged the existence of the plague and stated that 
4 campaign will begin immediately to exterminate it. [Madrid EFE in Spanish 
0244 GMT 20 Apr 80 PA) 
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ISRAEL 


VIRUS IMPORTS COST FARMERS MANY MILLIONS 


Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 16 May 80 p 5 
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V LETNAM 


HALPHONG INSECT INFESTATION--Some 3,500 hectares of the S5th-month spring 
rice in the Haiphong suburbe are being ravaged by stem borers. Thuy Nguyen 
and An Hai districts have succeeded in saving 80 percent of their insect- 
infested rice areas from destruction. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 7 May 60) 
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